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  Autumn Leaves - Photograph S. Godfrey
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After one of the wettest summers on record, as autumn passes and winter approaches the weather 
remains the same, wet! However, in the reserve some of the muddiness has been alleviated by the 
masses of colourful leaves falling to the ground!

This has been a difficult year for plants and animals, and it is to be hoped that this is not made worse 
by a hard winter.

The Friends of River Arrow Nature Reserve will be having a stall at the town’s St Nicholas Day market 
from 5.00 pm on Thursday 6th December. If you would like to help out you will be very welcome. 
Please do call in and say hello and give us your support. Thanks to all those who have supported us 
by buying our calendar for 2013 already.  If you would like one they will be available on our stall and 
cost £5 each.  Alternatively please contact me to place an order.  If you have any photos that we could 
use in future calendars please get in touch. 

If you fancy some fresh  air and exercise please join us at one of our conservation days. Even if you 
can’t help with work on the reserve do call in and say hello, we will be pleased to meet you! These 
are normally held on the third Saturday of the month from 10.00 to 12.00. Information is displayed in 
our new notice board.

Thanks to all of you for your continuing support through the year. 

Best wishes
   
Stephen Godfrey - Volunteer Warden, Chair of Friends of the River Arrow Nature Reserve
Tel 0777 3292968 Email info@alcester-nature.org.uk

Tel 0777 3293968
Email : info@alcester-nature.org.uk
Web : http:\\www.alcester-nature.org.uk
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Alcester Grammar School Biodiversity Day was held on 
19th/20th June this year.  The weather was kind and the day 
remained dry and reasonably warm. However, the number of 
species recorded was much lower than normal, especially inver-
tebrates. The moth hunt in particular was very poor.  It would 
appear that the cool and 
wet period through the 
spring had reduced num-
bers considerably.
The evening bat walk also 

produced fewer detections than in other years. This is unsur-
prising as moths are the main food source for the bats. Howev-
er, all that took part enjoyed the event with the students 
camping overnight on the school field.  Thanks go to Martin 
German for organsing the event, Rita Godfrey for leading the 
bat walk and Glyn Morley for leading the dawn chorus walk.

Moth Trapping

Pond Dipping
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Chalara dieback of ash is a serious disease of ash trees caused by a 
fungus called Chalara fraxinea (C. fraxinea), including its sexual stage, 
Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus (H. pseudoalbidus). The disease caus-
es leaf loss and crown dieback in affected trees, and usually leads to 
tree death. The situation is already dire in central Europe with some 90 
per cent of ash trees in Demark and 80% of ash stands in Poland 
affected and it is becoming widespread throughout central Europe. The 
disease has been observed to spread upto 20-30km per annum once 
established. 

The volunteer wardens are to introduce regular inspections of our ash trees following the news that the 
disease has been found in over 200 locations in this country. The tell-tale signs in the absence of leaves 
are eliptical lesions of canker on the bark and die back of the leading branches in the crown of the tree.
Current advice is to leave mature trees that might be affected but to destroy young trees.  Any suspect 
trees will be reported to Warwickshire Wildlife Trust as the managers of the reserve.

We will not be planting any further ash trees on the reserve until Warwickshire Wildlife Trust advise us 
that it is safe to do so.
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We have in the past had resident badgers on the reserve, although not at the the present time. The issue 
of badger culling is a contentious one and there are many different opinions on how to deal effectively 
with bovine TB.  Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is against culling and intends to vaccinate badgers on its 
reserves.  You can find more information on the Trust’s website.
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We will be planting further hazel and hawthorn this winter to continue our work on replacing lost trees 
and establishing hedgerows.  We also have had a donation of trees from the Woodland Trust obtained 
by Alcester Grammar School.
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We now have a supply of wood and will be renovating steps on the reserve at forthcoming work parties.  
This work has been held up because of poor weather conditions at recent work parties. The steps up 
the railway embankment at the north end of the reserve are in poor condition and we are in consultation 
with Alcester Town Council over ownership of this land and who has responsibility.
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Working Parties meet at 10.00 at the Main entrance, normally on the 3rd Saturday of each month, all 
are welcome but children under 16 yrs must be accompanied by an adult. Please bring a few tools 
with you if possible such as secateurs, spade, saw and of course protective gloves.

You can check whether the working party is taking place by contacting the Volunteer Warden on 0777 
3293968 Or checking on the notice board.  
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Ash dieback is the most serious tree disease to hit these shores since Dutch Elm 
disease. So is the ash to become as rare as the elm? In Denmark, where the 
disease has been established for some years 90% of the population has been 
affected. One small ray of hope is that some of the remaining 10% may have 
resistance to it and further research could lead to the establishment of a disease 
resistant variety. Ash trees constitute around a third of trees in this country so the 
potential loss is enormous.

Ash dieback is a disease caused by the fungus Chalara fraxinea. The tiny spores 
attach themselves to the leaves, which turn brown and fall, leaving the distressed 
tree so weakened that eventually it dies. Evidence suggests the spores can 
travel up to 20km, floating on air currents.

Chalara fraxinea is known to kill as many as nine out of 10 of the plants it infects. The fungus has spread 
across Germany, Poland and other parts of northern Europe in the past seven years. The policy of 
importing saplings from Europe, especially Eastern Europe, is believed to been the route by which the 
disease arrived on our shores. So why was a ban not introduced when the disease was first identified? 
Perhaps that is a question for your MP!

Some of the plants and animals to be found on and around ash trees
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One of the most loveable inhabitants of the reserve is the 
moorhen, which is rarely absent from the pond. Moorhens 
have many other names around the country including marsh 
hens, river chickens, water rails, bilcocks and dabchicks. They 
are medium-sized water birds that are members of the rail 
family Rallidae. They constitute the genus Gallinula. They are 
close relatives of coots, and because of their apparently nerv-
ous behaviour (frequently twitching tail, neck and grinding their 
backs) are sometimes called "skitty coots". Often, they are 
referred to as (black) gallinules.

A few species from the Australian region, sometimes separated in Tribonyx, are called native-hens. 
Tribonyx is better considered a subgenus however as the differences are not very striking and mainly 
plesiomorphic. The native-hens differ visually by shorter, thicker and stubbier toes and bills, and 
longer tails that lack the white signal pattern of typical moorhens.

These rails are mostly brown and black with some white markings in plumage colour. Unlike many of 
the rails they are usually easy to see, feeding in open water margins rather than hidden in reedbeds.
They have short rounded wings and are weak fliers, although usually capable of covering long 

distances. The Common Moorhen in particular migrates 
up to 2,000 km from some of its breeding areas in the 
colder parts of Siberia. Those that migrate do so at 
night. The Gough Moorhen on the other hand is consid-
ered almost flightless—it can only flutter some metres. 
As common in rails, there has been a marked tendency 
to evolve flightlessness in island populations.

Moorhens can walk very well on strong legs, and have 
long toes that are well adapted to soft uneven surfaces.

These birds are omnivorous taking plant material, small 
rodents, amphibians and eggs. They are aggressively territorial during the breeding season, but are 
otherwise often found in sizeable flocks on the shallow vegetated lakes they prefer. They are one of 
only to apecises of birds where the juveniles assist with raisng broods of younger birds.

Stephen Godfrey
(including information from Wikipedia)
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Hedgehogs go into hibernation when the weather is very cold although they do wake and forage for 
food if we have milder spells. In order to survive the winter, hedgehogs need to weigh at least 
600gms by the late autumn. Any that have not reached this weight will need to be taken in and 
looked after until they have gained sufficient fat reserves.

The best food to give to a hedgehog is a good quality, meaty cat or dog food and cat complete biscuits.
Fresh water should always be available. The old 'bread and milk' advice is now known to be 
extremely harmful to hedgehogs. Cows milk can even be fatal to them as they cannot digest the high 
lactose (a natural sugar) content found in it.

(Information from Vale Wildlife Hospital and Rehabilitation Centre who can be contacted on 
01386 882288 or see the website http:\\www.valewildlife.org.uk)
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You are welcome to contact any of the members of the committee if you have any queries.  If you 
have any matters to report about the reserve please contact the Volunteer Warden, Stephen 
Godfrey on 0777 3293968 or email info@alcester-nature.org.uk.

The Committee

Stephen Godfrey CHAIR Info@alcester-nature.co.uk 01789 765536
Rebecca White SECRETARY r.t.white@bham.ac.uk 01789 762584
Ian Johnson TREASURER iansarah.22@tiscali.co.uk 01789 764619
Rita Godfrey EVENTS ritagodfrey@freeola.com 01789 765536
Ian Greig MEMBERSHIP iangreig@freeola.com 01789 765302
Sarah Johnson SCHOOLS LIAISON iansarah.22@tiscali.co.uk 01789 764619
Glyn Morley gmorley@waitrose.com 01789 762269
Kath Manning manning_kathryn@hotmail.com
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We have a small collection of our photos on the web page but we would really like copies of your 
photos to add to our archive. These can be of anything you see on the reserve, even landscape 
shots.

If you spot any unusual plants, invertebrates, animals or birds on the reserve please tell us about it 
and send a photo if possible.

Contact : info@alcester-nature.org.uk or 07773293968.
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Our Annual General Meeting take place at the Holly Bush Inn on Thursday 22nd November at 
7.30.  All members and guest are welcome to attend.  Anyone interested in serving on the 
committee would be especially welcome!
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If you see something unusual please send a report. Or why not contribute a 
photo or short article all you have to do is email or post them to the editor.

Email : info@alcester-nature.org.uk
Post : S Godfrey, 6 Georgian Close, Alcester, B49 5EU

WEB PAGE
We are delighted to report that our web page, which gives information about 
the reserve and other sites around the town has now had over 1,000 visitors!

You can find it at

alcester-nature.org.uk


